Babraham Neighbourhood Plan Working Group Update

September 2022
Progress on the Neighbourhood Plan (Phase 1: September 2021 – March 2022)
The aim for Phase 1 was to understand what the community and key landowners felt about development
in Babraham. We began by formalising the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group and creating a website
to inform the community about the process and timeline.
We gathered land use, ownership and administrative information on Babraham
Parish to underpin the neighbourhood plan. We asked for your views and
aspirations on development, green spaces and amenities through the Babraham
Residents’ Survey. The Survey results showed us, among other things, that most
residents feel that the open rural countryside and green spaces are extremely
important and think low levels of development are the most suitable for
Babraham.
We met with Cheveley Park Farms Ltd, the Babraham Research Campus and the
Greater Cambridge Partnership to discuss their significant development plans. We also requested an
independent Housing Needs Assessment be undertaken to understand the scale and type of housing
development that would be most suitable for Babraham, based upon the number of houses required by
the Local Planning Authority, the housing need and existing housing stock.
Based on all the information and feedback we collected, we sketched out some draft goals and
objectives for the neighbourhood plan in preparation for consultation in Phase 2. We sought advice and
guidance from the Local Planning Authority to make sure our emerging neighbourhood plan would meet
requirements and align with the draft Local Plan. We also applied for technical support and grant funds.

What’s next: Babraham Neighbourhood Plan Phase 2 (June 2022 – July 2023)
Having gathered information and community views, Phase 2 is about exploring the options for future
development in Babraham, seeking community feedback on those options, and then developing suitable
Neighbourhood Plan policies. To do that, we have planned the following activities:
Understand the value of our surrounding landscape
Babraham Parish Council commissioned landscape architects Alison Farmer Associates to undertake a
Landscape Appraisal of Babraham Parish, which will show where vegetation patterns, topography, land
use and cultural associations have combined to create unique areas of distinct landscape character. The
appraisal will evaluate how these important qualities would be affected by current or future development
and will be an important piece of evidence underpinning the Neighbourhood Plan policies. The
appraisal will enable us to respond to development proposals through the planning process and help
develop a vision for conservation and enhancement initiatives across the Parish.

Explore options for future redevelopment in The Close
Babraham Research Campus (BRC) have developed a long-term vision to significantly expand their
research and development facilities, redevelop more suitable housing in The Close (and build new
amenities, such as a shop and playground) and enhance their woodland and open areas. BRC’s Close
redevelopment plans are to increase the density of dwellings from 45 houses to 65 houses and 100 flats.
To ensure that Babraham community can become actively involved in decisions on redevelopment in the
heart of the village, the NP Working Group have secured technical support to develop a community-led
Masterplan for The Close. The aim of the masterplan is to enable more detailed redevelopment options
to be explored and discussed with Babraham community (through a drop-in event to give feedback),
which can then lead to specific planning policies in the Neighbourhood Plan.
Influence the way any future developments should look in Babraham Parish
Design Codes and Guidelines are a set of illustrated design requirements that create specific, detailed
parameters for the physical development of a site or area. Having Design Codes will mean that any
future developments in Babraham will need to show how they follow the specific parameters for design
in terms of the materials used, the architectural dimensions and overall style of the buildings. Funded by
Locality technical support, AECOM began their work to develop Babraham Design Codes in August.
Seek feedback on the draft Neighbourhood Plan
We will hold drop-in sessions to seek community feedback on the draft Landscape Appraisal, Masterplan
and Design Codes. This will enable us to inform the village on NP progress and draft policies and gather
important community views on options for development. Once the Neighbourhood Plan reaches its final
stages, we will hold a public consultation with the village to seek further feedback on the plan.
Community feedback will be reviewed, considered and incorporated in the finalisation of the
Neighbourhood Plan. Once completed, the plan will be submitted to the Local Planning Authority, who
then arrange for a Parish referendum to vote to accept or reject the plan. If the Babraham
Neighbourhood Plan is accepted, it will be incorporated into law and have equal weight in local planning
and development decisions alongside the Local Plan.

GCP CSET Scheme
After a proposed route change to the CSET scheme along the Stapleford section, the Greater Cambridge
Partnership held a public consultation, which closed on 30th August. As the consultation also offered the
opportunity to provide feedback on the whole of the CSET scheme (including the proposed Babraham
Park-and-Ride and autoroute behind Babraham), the village was informed via the Babraham Village
Community and Babraham Parish Council Facebook sites. Please keep an eye out on these sites for
future notices of CSET scheme consultations. Results will be published online at
www.greatercambridge.org.uk/CSET-background

Other information
For information about the neighbourhood plan, go to www.babrahamneighbourhoodplan.com and you
can get in touch via email: babrahamneighbourhoodplan@gmail.com.
Thank you again for your continued interest!
The Babraham Neighbourhood Plan Working Group

